Tito Hashakimana
The views of students on a political spectrum are very important indicators of the nation’s public opinion.  Students being the thinkers, law makers and implementers of the next generation it is very crucial to know the pulse of their political and social views as it gives a glimpse of where the nation is heading, and what it will achieve in the next decade.
A survey of contemporary political issues and attitudes threw up astonishing but enlightening results that revealed the understanding of the students about their political, social and economic world. Most of the youngsters are well aware of the political and social trends and its effect on the nation and their own lives.  They have strong views and are not afraid of expressing them.  Some of them are prejudiced, but most are not.
The average age of those interviewed was 23.6 years and therefore being in their early twenties, many of them had already formed strong opinions and ideologies.  Of the students that were interviewed 46% were female and 54% were male.  They were asked questions over several contemporary political issues and attitudes and the responses were recorded.
The first question itself elicited a disappointing response because it was a very obviously easy question but only 29% were able to give the right answer.  Actually this was not an encouraging response because it is about being aware of who the two most politically important people in the nation were.  Strangely 71% could not name the president and the vice president of the US. The next question about who Utah’s US senators were, gave even poorer responses.  Many of the students were not aware about the names and this clearly indicated that they did not bother to keep much of current information. This is poor general knowledge on their part.  It shows their lack of interest in political affairs of the state.
About naming their member of the US House of Representatives, I see a 0 response which does not make things clear.  If it is that the question was on asked at all then the 0 response can be pardoned. On the contrary, if it so that none of the students have any idea about who their US House of Representative was, then of course it is a deplorable fact.  How can they pass away with such a casual attitude?  

Another dismal and disappointing answer came to the question on who is the governor of Utah.  Alarmingly only 4% came up with the right answer. Such nonchalance on the part of students shows that they are quite liberal on these issues.  People who are more conservative would have kept abreast of the latest information on what is going. 
When a question was asked to the students about whether they were liberal or conservative in their attitudes, only 58% of them chose to respond.  Surprisingly, there were an equal number of students on either side. 29% considered themselves to be liberal and another 29% thought that they were conservative in their views.  This showed that views were generally equal on both sides.

Next came a volley of really decisive and action questions.  The first among these asked whether the United States government should promote additional tax cuts and initiate an additional stimulus package to businesses to stimulate the economy. To this 39% answered in the affirmative and 54% in the negative.  This showed that more students were against giving further tax relief to business houses.

46% thought it was good to restrict immigrants while 50% wanted immigrant policies to be more liberal. More than half that is, 62% of the students were against the idea of employing full body scanners at airports. Only 36% were in favor of it.  82% of those surveyed didn’t want any relaxation in the 1st amendment rights to fight terrorism.  Only a small number agreed to it.  There were only 18% positive responses.

When asked if law-abiding citizens should be granted the right to keep and bear arms, 93% thought they should.  Only a miniscule 7% didn’t think it advisable.  That means most people think that arms are necessary for self-defense.  Positive responses for recognition by the states and federal government of same sex marriages were also more.  61% favored it, while 43% did not. 57% of the students thought that the US should implement stricter rules dealing with emissions to reduce global warming.  Only 36% disagreed.

Only 32% people wanted the Guantanamo Bay closed.  64% wanted it to continue.  On the issue of mercy killing there were 68% positive responses.  32% believed that physician assisted suicide should not be allowed for terminally ill patients. 75% favored universal health care for all citizens, while 25% did not. 61% of the students wanted the US military to withdraw from Iraq.  46% wanted the same for Afganistan.  Similarly 29% and 9% were against withdrawing forces from Iraq and Afganistan respectively. 

Opinions of students are highly influential in the condition of the future world. This is especially decisive for the political courses of action.  What they today feel strongly about is what they would work towards tomorrow. Thus this survey gives us a very clear picture of our country’s image in the future times.      
